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EPHRAIMPORTERFELT—1868-1943

The New York Entomological Society as well as the entire

scientific world has lost one of its most respected and outstanding

members in the passing of Dr. E. Porter Felt. He was a leader

in the field of entomology and was recognized as such inter-

nationally. He was widely known as a scientist, writer and lec-

turer. As State Entomologist of New York for thirty years his

valuable publications were looked upon as standard for this type

of work. As Director of the Bartlett Tree Research Laboratories

from 1928 until his death, he became a world authority on the

care of shade trees. Real leaders are few in any walk of life.

Dr. Felt was one of the few but his influence was valued by many.

Ephraim Porter Felt was born at Salem, Massachusetts, Janu-

ary 7, 1868, a son of Charles Wilson Felt and Martha Seeth

(Ropes) Felt. His background was like one of many similar old

New England families. As a youth he had decided upon the

ministry as a career but became interested in insect problems

while attending college and this became the basis of his life work.

He received the degree of B.Sc. from the Massachusetts Agricul-

tural College in 1891 and also a degree of B.Sc. from Boston Uni-

versity the same year. The degree of D.Sc. was bestowed upon
him by Cornell University in 1894. After teaching Natural Sci-

ence at The Clinton Liberal Institute, Fort Plain, New York,

from 1893-1895, he became Assistant to the State Entomologist

at Albany. Upon Dr. Lintner’s death, he became State Ento-

mologist of New York, which post he held for thirty years, until

1928 when he came to the Bartlett Tree Research Laboratories as

Director and Chief Entomologist.

In the field of insect taxonomy he achieved international fame

for his careful and extensive studies on the
.

gall midges —the

Cecidomyidse or Itonididas as he preferred to call them. In 1913

he gave the annual public address on Gall Insects before the Ento-

mological Society of America at Atlanta, Georgia. In 1914 he

was elected a member of the American National Committee on

Nomenclature of the Second International Congress. I have

learned from Professor C. P. Alexander of Massachusetts State
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College that Dr. Felt had reported to him in 1942 that he had

described 1,060 new species of gall midges and plant mites. With
the late D. B. Young, his assistant at Albany, he had described

a number of mosquitoes which are indicated in the literature

under the joint authorship of Felt and Young.

Dr. Felt became a corresponding member of the New York

Entomological Society on October 20, 1900, and an active member
on February 5, 1907. After coming to Stamford in 1928 he fre-

quently presented papers at the NewYork Entomological Society

meetings which included subjects of a varied nature from gall

midges to poetry concerning insects, as well as numerous valuable

contributions on shade tree insects.

Dr. Felt’s first entomological work was in Massachusetts in the

early days of the gypsy moth invasion. His experience with this

destructive forest and shade tree pest led him in 1924 in his work

for the New York State Conservation Commission to propose a

barrier zone two hundred miles in length to stem the spread of

the gypsy moth into New York State from New England.

Dr. Felt was a pioneer in airplane collection of insects and

made extensive studies on windborne insects. He made studies

on the wind drift of insects on the top of the State Education

Building, Albany, N. Y., the Empire State Building in NewYork

City, as well as on other tall city buildings and his work on wind-

borne insects has been very important in ascertaining the direc-

tion of spread of the Dutch elm disease which is carried to a large

extent by the European elm bark beetle.

In the late 90 ’s and early 1900 ’s, Dr. Felt studied the spread

of many diseases by the commonhouse fly and by mosquitoes and

made important contributions to this phase of entomology. In the

February, 1944, issue of the National Geographic there was an

article “Saboteur Mosquitoes” by Mr. Stage, Senior Entomolo-

gist of the United States Bureau of Entomology and Plant

Quarantine, in which is recorded some of the work done on mos-

quitoes years ago under the direction of Dr. Felt.

Dr. Felt was very much interested in and very capable of doing

editorial work and was editor of the Journal of Economic Ento-

mology since its start in 1908. At one time he was editor of the

National Shade Tree Conference Reports.
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While State Entomologist of NewYork he published 25 official

reports covering the activities of that office and many bulletins,

which were published by the New York State Museum, as well as

more than 700 timely papers and articles which included a wide

variety of entomological work comprising general entomology as

well as popular articles of an informative nature for the general

public. He was a frequent contributor to entomological journals

and scientific publications, as well as magazines and newspapers.

He found time to give numerous addresses, to publish several

popular books and to speak over the radio on different phases of

entomological and shade tree activities. His published reports

and bulletins were models of systematic arrangement and clarity

of expression.

During his long and useful career, Dr. Felt had been a collabo-

rator of the United States Bureau of Entomology, the entomologi-

cal editor of the Country Gentleman from 1898 to 1911 and a

member of the Supervisory Board of the American Year Book.

He was a past president of the American Association of Economic

Entomologists, a past president of the National Shade Tree Con-

ference, a fellow of the Entomological Society of America, a life

member of the American Entomological Society, a member of the

NewYork and Washington Entomological Societies and of Sigma

Xi and Phi Kappa Phi. Among the honors accorded him were a

gold, and three silver medals at the Pan-American Exposition,

Buffalo, N. Y., in 1901. He was a member of the Fraternity of

Alpha Sigma Phi.

For the last twelve years, he was the author of a weekly syndi-

cated newspaper article entitled “ Talks on Trees” which was used

by nearly three hundred newspapers throughout the country.

He was the author of a number of well-known books on insects

and trees, his two-volume work “Insects Affecting Park and

Woodland Trees” appearing in 1906 and “Manual of Tree and

Shrub Insects” in 1923. He was co-author with Dr. W. H.

Kankin of “Insects and Diseases of Ornamental Trees and

Shrubs” published in 1932. His “Plant Galls and Gall Makers”

appeared in 1940.

Three outstanding books on shade trees were published more

recently —1

1

Our Shade Trees, ’
’ in 1938, a second edition of which
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appeared in 1942; “Pruning Trees and Shrubs,” in 1941, and

“Shelter Trees in War and Peace,” in 1943.

On December 8, 1943, Dr. Pelt attended the national meetings

of the American Association of Economic Entomologists held in

Columbus, Ohio. On his way back he stopped at Utica, N. Y.,

to visit his son. He was back at his office on Monday, December

13. He seemed none the worse for the rigorous trip and was in

excellent spirits. On Tuesday morning, December 14, he told his

secretary that the night before he doubted whether he would be

in that day. He said he felt as though he was coming down with

the flu the night before but felt all right that morning. With a

twinkle in his eye, he said that he had had such symptoms before

and that nothing came of them. “You see,” he said, “I am still

pretty tough.” These were the last words that Miss Burns, his

secretary, heard him speak. I talked with him a few minutes

later when he was going out to the Ferguson Library to look up
some references and he seemed to be all right then. Later he

came back to the building and died very suddenly of a heart

attack.

Surviving him, in his immediate family, are three daughters

and a son, a sister and two brothers, and thirteen grandchildren.

A few days after Dr. Felt had passed away, I received a letter

from Dr. Peairs, present editor of the Journal of Economic Ento-

mology, recounting his conversation with Dr. Felt during the

Columbus meetings. I would like to quote that part of Dr.

Peair’s letter.

“I cannot refrain from telling you a little episode in Columbus

;

I had a chat with Dr. Felt and he brought up a discussion of some

of the members who had recently died
;

I casually mentioned the

fact that four ex-presidents had died in the last few months. Dr.

Felt, with his faint smile, remarked, not seriously at all, ‘I am
hereby resigning my position as an ex-president of the Associa-

tion, effective at once. ’ I am sure he thought of it as nothing but

a little joke, as I did. But somehow, I almost wish the subject

had not come up.
’ ’

Dr. Felt was a great scientist, a splendid gentleman and an

invaluable friend. Honest, sincere and upright, he moved

through life with a tranquil demeanor and faith in his fellow
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men. Trivialities neither upset him nor deterred him from any

worthy purpose or goal.

His prime thoughts were for the younger, newer men. All were

stimulated by his great personality. He aided their efforts with

cheer and lent a helping hand no matter how adverse the diffi-

culty or how uncertain the going.

I first met Dr. Felt in 1920. I have known hinqas a friend, as

a counsellor, as a superior and as a leader. Since 1929, it was

my privilege and honor to work with him side by side on impor-

tant research and I have never ceased to marvel at his deft ability

to size up and conquer a problem and at his unruffled composure

in the face of trying obstacles.

Of him I can use no greater expression than to say that he was

an all around great American. His flexibility of outlook was

manifested by the ability to direct itself in a flash from the deep

abstruse contemplation of science to the broad generalities of

national life. He was intensely interested in the world about him.

His human ties were broad and comprehensive. His love for

children was apparent to many.

He was an avid reader, and enjoyed the radio from the political

speeches of the great to the humor of Charlie McCarthy. He had

a deep and abiding sense of humor and was quick and accurate

at repartee. A remark was once made on his winged collar, so

characteristic of his dress. Dr. Felt immediately replied 1

1

What
could be more fitting to my profession?” pointing to the two-

winged insects he was studying.

He was faithful to the minute to his commitments. Many were

the occasions when he accepted an invitation to talk at some

humble, out-of-the-way garden club or other meeting. If he said

he would be there, he was always present. This custom alone

stamped him as a man of his word in the eyes of many of his great

circle of friends.

His appearance as well as his character was left unchanged by

the surging tide of years and he was until the last the same stead-

fast, striking figure. His carefully trimmed, white hair and Van
Dyke beard, his calm, upright bearing, his impeccable dress, his

gentle but firm voice, all reflected the imprint of his great

character.
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How frequently and forcefully the realization has come to me
during the past two months that we will never again experience

together the exhilaration of solving an important problem, or of

unravelling one of nature’s intricacies again; that no more will

we talk over together the problems of the present or the plans of

the future
;

that no more will I have his steadfast character upon

which to lean or his guiding hand to point the way

!

While his passing has been such a personal loss to me, how
much greater has been the loss to the profession of entomology

and to the entire world of science. His contributions will loom

in importance during the passing years even as the memory of his

personality may dim and fade.

The accompanying bibliography, transcribed from the card

index by his secretary, Miss Beatrice Burns, gives his publications

in chronological order. It is an inescapable conclusion that such

a bibliography cannot be complete. Dr. Felt was accredited with

having written more than seven hundred important and timely

papers and articles which include a wide variety of entomological

works.

The following may be considered his outstanding writings

:

BIBLIOGRAPHY OF DR. E. P. FELT
1893. Nomophila noctuella. Can. Ent. 25 : 129.

1894. On certain grass-eating insects. Cornell Agric. Exp. Sta. Bull. 64.

1896. The scorpion flies. (10th Bep’t) N. Y. State Ent. for 1894.

1901. Suggestions toward greater uniformity in nursery inspection laws and

rulings. Cony, of the Assoc, of Amer. Agr. Colleges and Ex-

periment Stations, Bui. No. 99.

A 1902. N. Y. State Mus. Bui. 53 (17th Rep’t), 705-30, 741-44.

1902. Crude petroleum as an insecticide. Twenty-Third Meet. Soc. Prom.

Agr. Sc. p. 1.

1903. Literature of American economic entomology. Bureau of Entomology

Bui. 40, new series, 7—22.

1904. (With L. H. Joutel) Monograph of the genus Saperda. N. Y. State

Mus. Bull. 74, 1-80.

1904. Importance of isolated rearings from culicid larvge. Ent. Soc. Wash.

Proc. VI, Vol. XX, 312-13.

1904. The mosquitoes or culicidse of New York State. N. Y. State Mus.

Bull. 79, 241-400, 113 fig., 57 pi.

1904. The cause and control of insect depredations. Twenty-Fifth Ann.

Meet. Soc. for Promotion Agr. Sc., p. 73.
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XL 1911.

Cecidomyia hirtipes. N. Y. State Mus. Bull. 97 (Rep’t 1904), 410-11.

Diversities among New York mosquitoes. Proc. 2nd Anti-Mosquito

Conv. New York City, 1904.

Mosquito control. N. Y. State Mus. Bull. 104 (21st Rep’t), N. Y.

State Ent., 1905.

Studies in Cecidomyiidae. N. Y. State Mus. Bull. 104 (21st Rep ’t,

1905), 116-32.

Plant galls & gall makers. N. Y. State Mus. Memoir 8, 2: 615-48.

Insects affecting park & woodland trees. N. Y. State Mus. Mem. 8,

vol. 1, 1-332.

Hort. diseases and pests. N. Y. State Ed. Dept. Rev. of Legislation,

119-22.

New species of Cecidomyiidae. N. Y. State Mus. Bull. 110, 97-165.

Separate, 1-53. Lingnan Science Jour., Yol. 7., 469.

Gall gnats or Cecidomyiidae. Can. Ent., 39: 143-44.

Cecidomyiidae : A statement. Can. Ent., 39 : 197-98.

Cecidomyia acarivora n. sp. Ent. News, 17 : 242.

New species of Cecidomyiidae II, p. 1-23. Same in N. Y. State Mus.

Bull. 124, 286-304,

Cecidomyia johnsonii Sling. Jour. Econ. Ent., 1: 243.

Contarinia gossypii n. sp. Ent. News, 19 : 210-11.

Insect control in its larger aspects. Fruit Growers Proceedings, p. 1.

Some problems in nomenclature. Ann. Ent. Soc. of America, p. 102.

Observations on the genus Contarinia . Jour. Econ. Ent., 1: 225-28.

Observations on the biology and food habits of the Cecidomyiidae.

Jour. Econ. Ent., 1: 18-21.

Studies in Cecidomyiidae II. N. Y. State Mus. Bull. 124 (23d Rep’t),

286-304.

New species of Cecidomyiidae II. N. Y. State Mus. Bull. 124, 307-510.

Schizomyia ipomoece n. sp. Ent. News, 21: 160-61.

Gall midges of Aster, Carya, Quercus and Salix. Jour. Econ. Ent.,

3: 347-56.

West Indian Cecidomyiidae. Ent. News, 21: 268-70.

Two new Cecidomyiidae. Ent. News, 21: 10-12.

Observations on the house fly. Jour. Econ. Ent., 3: 24-26.

A generic synopsis of the Itonidae. Jour. N. Y. Ent. Soc., 19: 31-62.

Summary of food habits of American gall midges. Ann. Ent. Soc.

America, 4: 55-62.

Endaphis Kieff., in the Americas (Dipt.). Ent. News, 22: 128-29.

Endaphis hirta n. sp. (Dipt.). Ent. News, 22: 224.

Two new gall midges. Can. Ent., 43: 194-96, June.

Four new gall midges (Dipt.). Ent. News, 22: 301-5.

Hosts and galls of American gall midges. Jour. Econ. Ent., 4: 451-75.

New species of gall midges. Jour. Econ. Ent., 4: 476—84; 546-59.

Miastor americana Felt, an account of pedogenesis, N. Y. State Mus.

Bull. 147 (26th Rep’t), 82-104.
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1911.

A new species of Lasioptera with observations on certain homologies.

Psyche, 18: 84-86.

¥• 1911. New Indian gall midges. Mem. Dept. Agr. India Ent. Ser. VII, No.

4, 23-28.

1911.

A new Lestodiplosis. Ent. News, 22 : 10-11.

1911.

Two new gall midges (Dipt.) Ent. News, 22: 109-11.

1911.

Three new gall midges. Jour. N. Y. Ent. Soc., 19: 190-3.

1911. Rhopalomyia grossularicB. Jour. Econ. Ent., 4: 347.

1912. New W. Indian gall midges (Dipt.). Ent. News, 23: 173-7.

1912.

Observations on Uleella Rubs. (Dipt.). Ent. News, 23: 353-54.

1912.

Lasiopteryx manihot n. sp. Can. Ent. 44: 144.

1912.

Studies in Itonididse. Jour. N. Y. Ent. Soc., 20: 236-48.

1912.

Observations on the identity of the wheat midge. Jour. Econ. Ent.,

5: 286-89.

1912. The gall midge fauna of western North America. Pomona Coll. Jour.

Ent., 4: 753-57.

1912. The identity of the better known midge galls. Ottawa Nat., 25:

65-67, 181-88; separate, 1-11.

1912. Biology of Miastor and Oligarces. Science, 33 : 278-80.

1912. Diarthronomyia calif ornica n. sp. Pomona Coll. Jour, of Ent., 4: 752.

1912. Petroleum & petroleum products as insecticides. N. Y. State Ed.

Dept., Sc. Div. 2 p.

1912. Itonida inopis. Jour. Econ. Ent., 5: 368—69.

1912. Control of insect pests in institutions. Jour, of Home Econ., Yol.

IY, No. 1, 16-26.

1912. New Itonidse. Jour. N. Y. Ent. Soc., 20: 102-7.

1912. New gall midges or Itonidse (Dipt.). Jour. N. Y. Ent. Soc., 20: 102-7.

1912. New gall midges or Itonidse (Dipt.). Jour. N. Y. Ent. Soc., 20:

146-56.

1912. Arthrocnodax occidentalis. Jour. Econ. Ent., 5: 402.

1912. Observations on the identity of the wheat midge. Jour. Econ. Ent. 5:

286-9.

1913. Cystodiplosis eugenice n. sp. Ent. News, 24: 175-76.

1913.

Adaptation in the gall midges. Can. Ent. 45: 371-79; also Ent. Soc.

Ontario (44 Rep’t), 1913, 1914, 76-82.

1913.

The gall midge fauna of New England. Psyche, 20: 133-47.

1913.

A study of gall midges. N. Y. State Mus. Bull. 165 (28th Rep’t),

State Ent., p. 127-227.

1913.

Three new gall midges (Dipt.). Can. Ent. 45: 304-8.

7C 1913. A study of gall midges. N. Y. State Mus. Bull. 175 (29th Rep’t),

79-214.

1913. Gall midges in an aquatic or semiaquatic environment. Jour. N. Y.

Ent. Soc., 21: 62-63.

1913. Table of hickory leaf midge galls. Bui. Bklyn. Ent. Soc., 8 : 98-99.

1913. Two new Canadian gall midges. Can. Ent., 40 : 417-18.

1913. Didactylomyia capitata n. sp. Psyche, 20: 174.
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1913.

Descriptions of gall midges (Dipt.). Jour. N. Y. Ent. Soc., 21:

213-19.
1913.

Itonida anthici n. sp. Jour. Econ. Ent., 6: 278-79.

1913.

Gouty pine midge. Jour. Econ. Ent., 6: 278-79.

x 1913. The goldenrod and its gall flies. Guide to Nature, 6: 149-51.

1913. Arthrocnodax Carolina. Jour. Econ. Ent., 6: 488-89.

1914. Cecidomyiidae by J. J. Kieffer. Fasc. 152 in Genera Insectorum.

Ent. News, 25: 185-88.

1914.

Additions to the gall midge fauna of New England. Psyche, 20:

109-14.

1914.

Acaroletes pseudococci. Jour. Econ! Ent., 7: 148-49.

1914.

Diadiplosis coccidivora. Entomologist, 47 : 86.

1914. Aplonyx sarcobati n. sp. Pomona Jour. Ent. & Zool., 6: 93—94.

1914. Gall midges as forest insects. Ottawa Nat., 28: 76-79.

1914. List of zoophagous Itonididse. Jour. Econ. Ent., 7 : 458-59.

X 1914. Cactus midge, Itonida opuntice. Prickly Pear Trav. Comm. Rep’t,

77-78.

¥ 1914. Notes on forest insects. Jour. Econ. Ent., 7: 373-75.

1914. Additions to the gall midge fauna of New England. Psyche, 20:

109-14.

1914. Descriptions of gall midges. Jour. N. Y. Ent. Soc., 22: 124-34.

1914. New gall midges (Itonidae). Insec. Inscit. Menstr., 2: 117-23.

1914. Hormomyia bulla n. sp. Can. Ent., 46: 286-87.

1914. Conical grape gall Cecidomyia viticola. Jour. Econ. Ent., 7 : 339.

1914. Arthrocnodax constricta. Jour. Econ. Ent., 7: 481.

1915. New genera and species of gall midges. U. S. Nat. Mus. Proc., 48:

195-211.

1915.

New South American gall midges. Psyche, 22: No. 5.

1915.

The gall midges of the pine. Bull. Bklyn. Ent. Soc., 10: 74-76.

X 1915. A study of gall midges II. N. Y. State Mus. Bull. 175 (29th Rep’t),

79-213.

i. 1915. A study of gall midges III. N. Y. State Mus. Bull. 180 (30th Rep’t),

127-289.

1915.

New Asian gall midges. Jour. N. Y. Ent. Soc., 23: 73-84.

1915. Fumigation for the box leaf miner. Jour. Econ. Ent., 8: 94-95.

1915. Mycodiplosis macregori n. sp. Jour. Econ. Ent., 8: 149.

* 1915. A new chrysanthemum pest. Am. Florist, 44 : 162.

1915. New North American gall midges. Can. Ent. 47 : 236-42.

X 1915. New gall midges. Jour. Econ. Ent., 8: 405-9.

K 1916. A study of gall midges III. N. Y. State Mus. Bull. 180 (30th Rept’t),

127-288.

A 1916. A study of gall midges IV-. N. Y. State Mus. Bull. 186 (31st Rep’t),

101-73.

1916. New western gall midges. Jour. N. Y. Ent. Soc., 24: 175-96.

1916.

Gall midges of certain Chenopodiaceae (Dipt.). Ent. News, 27: 201-3.

1916.

New North American gall midges. Ent. News, 17 : 412-17.
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1916.

H 1916.

1916.

V 1916.

* 1916.

1917.

1917.

1917.

1917.

^ 1917.

1917.

X 1918.

1918.

X1918.

f 1918.

A 1918.

-V 1918.

/ 1918.

1919.

X 1919.

X 1919.

-f 1919.

1919.

1920.
4

. / 1920.

1920.

1920.

1920.

* 1921 .

x( 1921.

X 1921.

X 1921.

New Indian gall midges. Can. Ent., 48 : 400-6.

Distribution of gall midges. Natl. Acad. Sci. Proc., 3 : 349-54.

New gall midges. Can. Ent., 48 : 29-34.

Lasioptera fructuaria. Maine Agr. Expt. Sta. Bull. 244, 268-69.

American insect galls. Ottawa Nat. 30 : 37-39.

Indian gall midges (Cecidomyiidse, Dipt.). Ent. News, 28: 73-76.

Entomological research and utility. Scientific Monthly, p. 551.

New gall midges. Jour. N. Y. Ent. Soc., 25: 193-96.

Distribution of gall midges. Natl. Acad. Sci. Proc., 3: 349-54.

Little known gall midges of certain composites. Ottawa Nat., 31:

13-14.

Asphondylia websteri n. sp. Jour. Econ. Ent., 10: 562.

A study of gall midges Y. N. Y. State Mus. Bull. 198 (32d Rep’t),

101-252.

Notes and descriptions of Itonididse in the collections of the American

Mus. of Natural History. Am. Mus. Nat. Hist., 38 (Oct. 6)

:

179-82.

Gall insects and their relation to plants. Sci. Mon., 6 : 509-25.

New Philippine gall midges, with a key to the Itonididse. Phil. Jour.

Sci., 13: 281-325.

Key to American insect galls. N. Y. State Mus. Bull. 200, 1-310.

A study of gall midges YI. N. Y. State Mus. Bull. 202 (33d Rep’t),

76-205.

New gall midges. Jour. Econ. Ent., 11: 380-84.

Five non-gall making midges. Ent. News, 30 : 219-23.

New Philippine gall midges. Jour. Sci., 14: 287—94.

The plant galls collected by the Canadian Arctic Expedition 1913-18.

Kept. Can. Arctic Exped., Y. 3.

Insect galls & gall insects. Ottawa Nat., 32: 127-31.

The European corn borer. Cornell Ext. Bull. 31, 35-48.

The European corn borer problem. Jour. Econ. Ent., 13: 59-74.

Memoirs Department of Agriculture in India. Yol. YII —No. 1, for

Imperial Department of Agr. in India.

Four new African gall midges. Annals Natl. Mus., Yol. IY (part 2),

p. 491-96.

New Indian gall midges. Mem. Dept. Agr. India. Ent. Ser. YII,

No. 1, p. 1-11.

New Philippine gall midges. Phil. Jour. Sci., 17 : 231-34.

Three new sub-tropical gall midges (Itonidae Dipt.). Ent. News, 22:

141-43.

Observations on J ohnsonomyia Felt with a description of a new spe-

cies. Can. Ent., 53 : 96.

New species of reared gall midges (Itonididse). Jour. N. Y. Ent.

Soc., 29: No. 2, 165.

A study of gall midges YII. N. Y. State Mus. Bull. (34th Rep’t),

81-241.
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1927.

X 1927.

1928.

1929.

1929.

#1929.

1930.

1930.

1930.

1930.

1931.

Adaptations among insects of field and forest. Scientific Monthly,

13: No. 2, 165.

Lasioptera apocyni, new species (Diptera). Can. Ent., 53: 149.

NeAv Javanese gall midges. Extrait De Treubia, Yol. II, p. 89-92.
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